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Back-2-Basics 

Keynote June 25, 2019 

The Day I Told My Class I Had a Learning Disability 
Kerry Magro, M.A., National Motivational Speaker, Author, Consultant & Autism Advocate 

“The day I told someone I had autism was during my first presentation in college.” Kerry Magro, 
a speaker on the autism spectrum opened up about his diagnosis when he knew he would have 
to receive different accommodations. In this presentation educators will learn about the steps of 

disclosure, spreading disability awareness and much more! 

Plenary June 25, 2019 

Inclusion…Are We There Yet? 
Marilyn Friend, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

The topic of inclusion has been part of the education landscape for four decades. During that 
time, it has also become a goal around the world. But what is the status of inclusive practices in 
today’s schools? What has been accomplished and what has not? What are the next steps and 

how can they be accomplished and remaining barriers overcome? This is a session for 
celebration and determination. 

Keynote June 26, 2019 

The Secrets to Motivation in Inclusive Classrooms 
Rhonda Bondie, PhD., lecturer at Harvard Graduate School of Education. Co-author: Differentiated 

Instruction Made Practical: Engaging the Extremes through Classroom Routines, Routledge. 

What moves you to act? What makes you invest time and energy in one task but not another? 
How can classroom culture foster feelings of intrinsic motivation? To answer these questions, 
we will examine learning routines with research roots in motivation and self-regulated learning 
where learners of all ages can develop deep, durable, and flexible understandings of course 

content; feel empowered to take academic risks; put forth effort and persist in the face of 
academic challenges; and experience academic success. We will learn how to foster inclusive 

cultures where equity, access, rigor, and relevance are promoted for all. 
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Plenary June 26, 2019 

Panel Discussion: The Impact of PCAST 
Michael Steinbruck, M.A., PCAST Program Coordinator, The Boggs Center 

This workshop provides an overview of person centered thinking and planning and related 
approaches that have been developed and used by New Jersey schools involved in the Person 
Centered Approaches in Schools and Transition (PCAST) project. These approaches empower 
students and families to effectively and meaningfully participate in person centered IEPs. They 
equip educators with innovative strategies, including holistic collaborative planning as well as 

individual and classroom approaches. 

Understanding How High-Stakes Testing and Standards-Based Reform Impact 
Inclusion and Graduation Options for All Students with Disabilities 

Jessica Bacon, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood, Elementary and Literacy 
Education, Montclair State University 

In January, 2019 the New Jersey appeals court struck down a plan to require students to take 
and pass English and Algebra PARCC exams prior to graduation. This requirement is now in 
limbo, but constantly evolving changes threaten to impact students with disabilities pathways 
towards graduation. This session will explore New Jersey’s constantly evolving landscape as 
related to state-testing requirements and high school exit exam requirements, with particular 

emphasis on how students with disabilities on and off alternate assessment tracks are affected. 
This session will provide research-based and practical information for students, families and 

educators for how to advocate for students with disabilities in light of such reforms, particularly 
as related to diploma options, access to inclusive classrooms, and impact of participation in 

standardized testing. Participants will have the opportunity to discuss their own experiences with 
such policies, and gain tools and determine steps to move towards promoting inclusion. 

Best Practices in Developing and Implementing Inclusion Programs that Support 
Students' Behavioral and Mental Health 

Barry Barbarasch, Ed.D., NCSP, School Psychologist, Adjunct Professor; Phil Tenaglia, M.A., School 
Psychologist; John Lestino, MA., LPC, School Psychologist 

We will present a process model that describes the role of school psychologists in assisting 
parents, teachers, students and administrators in developing shared purposes, identify real and 
potential obstacles and move toward cooperation and collaboration in developing, implementing 

and monitoring effective inclusive practices It will highlight the role teachers can play in 
addressing the mental/behavioral health needs of children, and how they can assist students in 

making positive choices which promote positive behavior. The participants will also be 
introduced to and receive training in the use of the Matrix with their students, which promotes 

psychological flexibility, which leads to resilience, persistence, and growth in the face of 
obstacles and difficulties. 

 

 

 



 

Differentiating and Addressing, Math Anxiety and Dyscalculia 
Kristin Bertolero, Ph.D., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE 

Blending research based practices with practical methods for instruction; this workshop will help 
educators understand the relationship between performance, math anxiety, and learning 

disabilities. During the workshop we will examine traditional methods of mathematics instruction, 
how it can cause mathematics anxiety, and leads to a deficit in mathematics. Modifications to 

instruction and materials will be the cornerstone for prevention and remediation of such deficits. 

Using IEP Modifications to Improve Instruction 
Kristin Bertolero, Ph.D., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE 

After reviewing student(s') IEP(s) you will determine the difference between accommodations 
and modifications. The IEP(s) of student(s) with high incidence disabilities tend to have 

similarities. To determine which modifications require immediate attention you will determine 
which accommodations are already embedded in instruction. Then develop a strategic plan to 

tackle and individualize these modifications. This workshop will provide a framework for 
identifying areas of focus for strategic and continuous improvement. 

Building a Culture of Inclusion where Diverse Learners Thrive 
Rhonda Bondie, PhD., lecturer at Harvard Graduate School of Education. Co-author: Differentiated 

Instruction Made Practical: Engaging the Extremes through Classroom Routines, Routledge. 

Among their greatest challenges, teachers confront increasing student diversity in every class. 
Given time and curriculum constraints, instruction during lessons often focuses on the middle 
range of student academic abilities and teachers offer additional help at lunch or after school. 

This approach does not provide ALL students with equitable and optimal opportunities to learn; 
some are left consistently unchallenged while gaps in student achievement persist. Teachers 

need a practical solution to adjust instruction in specific ways that both meet the needs of 
diverse learners and that lead to effective and efficient learning. We will examine a new 
approach to differentiated instruction focused on empowering teachers with instructional 

decision-making skills and practical classroom routines rooted in cognitive and motivation 
sciences, so that adjustments to instruction lead to engagement, equity, and learning. We will 
see examples of this approach to adjusting instruction from several countries around the world 
and try out our own agile thinking to build a culture where all learners are learning every day. 

Effective Questions 
Rhonda Bondie, PhD., lecturer at Harvard Graduate School of Education. Co-author: Differentiated 

Instruction Made Practical: Engaging the Extremes through Classroom Routines, Routledge. 

Effective questions produce thinking. Learning is the result of thinking. Therefore, questions are 
one of the most important tools used in teaching and learning. Participants will examine how 

teachers can ask fewer and better questions leading to more thinking time in class and explore 
hands-on routines to help students generate questions to further their learning. In addition, we 

will examine the role of questions in differentiating instruction to meet the needs of diverse 
learners. 



 

Attitudes, Challenges, and Best Practices Associated with Including Students 
with Significant Disabilities 

Scott Brelinsky, Ed.D., Inclusive Educator, College of Saint Elizabeth 

Recent dissertation research investigating the attitudes, challenges, and best practices 
associated with including students with significant disabilities. The degree to which leadership 
may influence educator attitudes, challenges, and best practices associated with inclusion is 

examined. Research and findings are utilized to establish a data-driven process to improve the 
organization and execution of inclusive practice. 

Developing Skills for Self and Social Awareness 
Erin Bruno 

In this session we will work on concrete skills for self and social awareness. These skills 
are linked with academic and life success. 

Supervising/Directing your Paraprofessional to Improve Student Outcomes 
Kathryn Buschan, Ph.D., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE 

During this session, participants will learn the important role of a paraprofessional in supporting 
student outcomes. They will practice/see what an effective paraprofessional should and should 
not do, and how teachers can support this effort. Participants will create a detailed schedule for 

their paraprofessional for an entire day. 

How to Differentiate Instruction at the High School Level 
Kathryn Buschan, Ph.D., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE 

During this session, participants will learn and practice with a variety of tools, strategies, and 
websites to implement differentiated instruction. They will work with a partner to write a lesson 

plan which differentiates instruction from beginning to end. 

New Jersey Special Education Law: An Advocacy Guide 
Debra Clifford, Director, Commercial & Criminal Litigation Department; Mary Frances Palisano, Director, 

Commercial & Criminal Litigation Department 

Special education law is a hot topic in many New Jersey communities. As a matter of New 
Jersey and federal law, every child is entitled to a free and appropriate public education. 

Nonetheless, on any given day, parents across the state battle with school districts to ensure 
that their children are receiving the necessary services for meaningful educations. In some 
instances, children who once received services are no longer receiving the same types of 

assistance. Navigating the special education process is daunting and often requires parents to 
seek legal counsel. 

 

 

 



 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL); Accessibility for All Learners 
Alex Chambers, Ph.D. Assistant Professor, William Paterson University, Department of Special Education 

and Counseling 

For teachers who desire to create accessible and engaging teaching and learning, Universal 
Design for Learning is a model pedagogical strategy. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
allows teachers to effectively and creatively design and teach courses in a way that makes 
learning accessible to a wider range of learners. USL is a proactive approach to developing 

instruction, materials, and content to benefit all learning styles without constant adaptation or 
differentiation. 

Effective Reading Strategies in the Inclusive Setting 
Candace Coccaro, Supervisor of Special Education, Jersey City Board of Education; Jakleen Basha, 
Lead Teacher, Jersey City Board of Education; Cara Van Note, Lead Teacher, Jersey City Board of 

Education 

This workshop will be an overview of different Orton Gillingham strategies teachers can 
implement in an inclusion classroom. During this workshop, teachers will learn different 

multisensory reading and writing techniques to implement during both whole group and small 
group instruction times. Teachers will learn different activities to engage struggling students. 

De-escalated by Design: A Thoughtful and Practical Approach to IEPs 
Dawn Cuccolo, M.Ed., Director of Special Projects, NJCIE 

This workshop, intended for both parents, school and district personnel, will increase 
participants’ ability to set the foundation for productive and proactive IEP meeting development. 

By leveraging an approach based upon compliance, communication and collaboration, IEP 
team members support the principles of FAPE and LRE, thereby reducing pre-existing and/or 

potential conflicts, proactively planning for successful student outcomes and ensuring 
productive IEP and IEP related meetings. 

Making the Connection: UDL, Technology, and Lesson Plans 
Charity M. Dacey, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Special Education at Felician University; Christine Besko-

Maughan, Adjunct Professor at Felician University 

This interactive workshop will focus on creating an accessible classroom environment based on 
the Principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL). An emphasis will be placed on the use of 

tools and strategies that foster an inclusive learning environment and develops 21st century 
technology skills. Participants will dissect and reconstruct a lesson plan to incorporate the use of 

technology and strategies addressed in the workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supporting Executive Function Skills in Students with ASD 
Lauren A. Delisio, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Special Education, Rider University; Rob Isenhower, 

Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology, Rider University 

Participants will learn about the three overarching categories of executive functioning skills and 
how deficits in executive functioning skills can manifest in the classroom, specifically in students 

with ASD. Then, the presenters will offer solutions for ways in which these deficits can be 
directly addressed in the classroom in order to improve upon students' academic, social, and 

behavioral skill acquisition. 

Implementation of Core Vocabulary Using AAC Across the Day 
Kate L. Flaxman M.S., CCC-SLP, Advancing Opportunities, Augmentative Communication Specialist 

Core vocabulary is a buzz word in Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) 
however it can benefit all students in the areas of language and literacy. Implementation of core 

vocabulary through consistent daily use across settings and activities will be discussed. 

Co-Teaching: Creating Inclusive Schools through Teacher Partnerships 
Marilyn Friend, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Co-teaching has emerged as a way to simultaneously accomplish two goals for students with 
disabilities: (a) ensuring meaningful access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive 

environment while at the same time (b) providing the special educations services to which they 
are entitled. The challenge is that reaching those goals is far more complicated than it might 

seem. In this session, the key components of effective co-teaching will be outlined and 
illustrated, and participants will have an opportunity to have their co-teaching questions 

addressed. 

Specially Designed Instruction: Keeping the “Special” in Special Education in 
Inclusive Settings 

Marilyn Friend, Ph.D., Professor Emerita, The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

One criticism of co-teaching and other inclusive practices has been that students with 
disabilities in general education often do not receive any education that would be considered 

“special,” that is, they do not receive the specially designed instruction (SDI) they need to 
succeed. In this session, participants will review the requirements of SDI, explore examples of 

SDI across a range of areas, and analyze how SDI should be offered in general education 
settings. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Writing in the Inclusion Classroom – Integrating “Higher-Level” and “Lower-
Level” Skills During Writing Instruction 

Kathy Furlong-Silverio, MSW, MSEd, Clinical Professor and Field Consultant, Hunter College - School of 
Education, Department of Special Education; Jennifer T. Klein, M.A., Faculty Member Hunter College 

School of Education 

During this workshop, we will identify “higher-level” writing skills (sense of genre, structure, 
organization, idea generation) and the barriers students face with both “higher level” skills and 

“lower” level skills (mechanics, handwriting, and spelling) that may impede writing development. 
We will share approaches to teaching both higher level skills and lower level skills with 

emphasis on editing and ideas for habit formation that allow all students to be more successful 
with editing their work within a Writing Process oriented classroom. 

Developing Growth Mindset in Math Classroom 
Carolyn Garcia, 7th grade Inclusion Mathematics teacher, Abington Avenue School, Newark Public 

Schools; Michelle Padilla, Teacher Coach, Abington Avenue School, Newark Public Schools 

This workshop will focus on the in-class infusion of different strategies that reach all students. 
We will discuss how and why creating a growth mindset environment that holds students 

accountable, is attainable and important for student development. Participants will learn how to 
foster productive struggle in the classroom, and through it, promote confidence and growth in 

students. The belief that the process of learning is more important than the outcome, will guide 
conversations in the use of rubrics to measure the mastery of: problem solving, reasoning and 

proof, communication, connections, and representation. 

Creating an Inclusive Culture Through Targeted Professional Development 
Michele Gardner, Director of Special Services, Berkeley Heights Public Schools, Adjunct Professor, 

Department of Special Education, Language & Literacy, The College of New Jersey 

This workshop will focus on the responsive and proactive delivery of professional development 
to a wide range of audiences - related services, Child Study Team, general education teachers, 
special education teachers and administrators. Participants will learn about the needs of various 
groups of professionals and the importance of support & collaboration with the Special Services 
department. Creating an inclusive culture starts with ensuring that the professionals who will be 
responsible for the delivery and supervision on instruction have what they need to be successful 

and understand the premise on which the major provisions of IDEA were created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STEM & Special Education: A Collaboration for Students with Significant 
Disabilities 

Michele Gardner, Director of Special Services, Berkeley Heights Public Schools; Mr. James Finley; The 
Supervisor of Science, Berkeley Heights Public Schools; Mr. Drew Ziobro; Supervisor of Math, Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools 

This workshop will share the collaborative work of the Special Services Department, Athletic 
Department and Science/Math Departments as the district sought to make the physical 

education classroom a more inclusive and accessible environment for students with disabilities. 
Understanding the needs of the students who were struggling to have meaningful experiences 
in physical education and were therefore being considered for exemption or removal from the 

general education PE class, along with the knowledge that PE classes provide a rich 
environment for socialization and communication were the impetus for this collaboration. 

Presenters will discuss professional development, additional support systems and the 
development of a collaboration with staff to create materials/resources to support the physical 

education activities students typically engage in. 

Differentiated Instruction Through Arts Infusion 
Virginia Gryta, M.S.Ed., Lecturer, Hunter College 

Learn a variety of ways to differentiate instruction through arts infused activities. Participants will 
interact with variety of examples and discuss methods of differentiation teamwork, reflection, 
centers, and choice. Resources will include arts rich approaches to demonstrating learning. 

Power of Parents to Improve Trust, Understanding, and Productive Services 
Stephanie Frasier, Ed.S., NCSP, School Psychologist and Case Manager, Lenape Regional High School 

District; Terry M. Molony, Psy.D., NCSP, School Psychologist, Assistant Clinical Professor, Clinical 
Psychology Program, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine; Sol B. Heckelan, Ph.D., Past Chair 

of the State Special Education Advisory Council, Past President of NJASP 

A productive and working relationship between parents and the school that is based upon trust 
and mutual respect is essential for student's success. However, within the school system, little 

importance and time are devoted to developing and nourishing this relationship. The goal of this 
workshop is to develop an understanding of this relationship, especially from the parents' point 

of view. Participants will have the opportunity to participate in a lively open and honest 
conversation about their experiences within the school and suggest improvements. 

Strategies to Redirect and Manage Students' Classroom Behaviors 
Jason Jennings, M.Ed., Behavior Support Specialist, NJCIE 

The objective of this workshop is to briefly examine strategies that increase student success by: 
creating an orderly learning environment that enhances students' academic skills and 

competencies, as well as their social and emotional development. When using a tiered model in 
which school-wide support is provided at the universal level, evidence-based classroom 

management strategies have shown to be effective for 80-85 percent of all students. 

 

 



 

Shifting Culture and Climate 
Jason Jennings, M.Ed., Behavior Support Specialist, NJCIE 

Research has demonstrated that there is a correlation between a school's climate and culture 
and it’s academic performance. It is important to understand what constitutes culture in order to 

shift the climate. This workshop will examine the 'tangible' practices and behaviors of school 
culture and how administrators and teachers can work collectively to shift the climate. 

Collaborative Consultative Support and Services 
Shannon Jordan, Collaborative Consultative Teacher, Roselle Public Schools Special Services; Nicole 
Rivera-Forbes, School Social Worker, CST member, Roselle Public Schools Special Services; Aimen 

Rahman, Collaborative Consultative Teacher, Roselle Public Schools Special Services 

Panel of collaborative consultative teachers and case manager will provide a brief overview of 
the Consultative Model. Panel will also discuss the implementation progress, followed by 

questions and answers concerning the model. 

Undoing Ableism: Teaching about Disability in K-12 Classrooms 
Priya Lalvani, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Montclair State University; Susan Baglieri, Ph.D., Associate 

Professor, Montclair State University 

This interactive workshop engages participants in learning about approaches, tools, and 
resources for teaching about disability and ableism in educational contexts. Teachers will learn 

pedagogical strategies to develop anti-ableism lessons, and activities through which K-12 
students can explore issues related to inclusivity and allyship. 

Inclusion in the Classroom: An Insider's Perspective 
Steven Lindenbaum, M.A., Special Education Art Teacher, Deron School; Cheryl Ludwing, M.A., Speech 

& Language Pathologist, Staff Member at NJCTS Tim Howard Leadership Academy 

Presented by a teacher who has Tourette Syndrome, this workshop will provide an insider's 
perspective on how to develop supportive and inclusive environments. Through the presentation 
of real life scenarios and exercises, the attendees will learn strategies for creating inclusive and 

diverse classrooms which foster social, emotional and academic development. 

Beyond Rewards and Consequences: Class-Wide Applications of Positive 
Behavior Support for ALL Students 

Michelle Lockwood, M.S., Director of Positive Behavior Support Services, NJCIE 

This workshop will increase participants’ working knowledge of positive behavior interventions 
and supports and help them create a classroom environment which supports the personal, 

social and academic growth of all students. Areas covered will include setting expectations and 
routines, using pre-correction to prevent incidents, and shaping student behavior using positive 

and corrective feedback. 

 

 



 

Been There, Done That, Now What? Selecting Strategies for Students Not 
Successful Under Class-Wide Management Plans 

Michelle Lockwood, M.S., Director of Positive Behavior Support Services, NJCIE 

In a typical classroom approximately 5-10% of students will not respond to traditional classroom 
management and disciplinary interventions, leaving teachers at a loss for how to handle their 
behavior. In this session participants will explore ways to identify strategies and supports for 

students that are not responding to the class-wide behavior management plan. 

Using Check-In Systems at the Tier 2 Intervention Level 
Sharon Lohrmann, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Director, NJ Positive Behavior Support in 
Schools, The Boggs Center, Rutgers University; Beth Custer, Ph.D., Training and Consultation Specialist, 

NJ Positive Behavior Support in Schools 

Looking for intervention options for students who need something beyond the Universal 
Intervention? This session will provide an overview of check-in system features, important 

considerations for planning, and how to progress monitor. Examples from New Jersey schools 
will illustrate implementation. 

Autism and Falling in Love 
Kerry Magro, M.A., National Motivational Speaker, Author, Consultant & Autism Advocate 

Have you ever fallen in love before? In this presentation, award winning national speaker Kerry 
Magro discusses his own personal experiences as an adult on the autism spectrum and being in 

love. Those in the audience will learn about finding a partner and learning about social cues, 
empathy, communication, etc.! 

Developing Therapeutic In-District Supports for Secondary Students with 
Psychiatric Needs & School Avoidance 

Melissa Mohr, School Psychologist, Berkeley Heights Public Schools; Steve Siebelts, MSW, School 
Social Worker & Transition Coordinator Professional; Peter Sempepos, Psy.D., School Psychologist 

This workshop will focus on the nature and intensity of supports required in a public school 
setting in order to successfully support students with psychiatric needs, especially for students 

presenting with school avoidance. Presenters will discuss the level of coordination and 
communication that is necessary with individuals, both, in and out of the school setting, as well 
as, with the level of support required for families. Participants will learn about the options and 

strategies available for assisting students with psychiatric needs, as well as, the tips to minimize 
potential barriers within the provision of supports. 

 

 

 

 



 

Using Person-Centered Planning for IEP Development & Transition Planning at 
the High School Level 

Kevin Morra, Supervisor of Special Education, Berkeley Heights Public Schools; Steve Siebelts, MSW, 
School Social Worker & Transition Coordinator Professional 

This workshop will focus on how a person-centered planning approach impacts individualized 
decision-making that leads to successful post-high school success. Presenters will discuss the 

format for a person-centered planning meeting, how to make the student the focus of the 
meeting and how best to incorporate the input of families. Participants will learn how this 

process impacts IEP development and the revision of transition goals and vocational 
placements. 

Supporting Inclusion in a “Struggling” School Through Teacher Action Research 
Professional Development for Co-Teachers 

Louis Olander, Doctoral Candidate at CUNY Graduate Center and Former Teacher 

In this session, we will describe and show artifacts from a semester-long PD program in a high-
needs school that was facing state sanctions for low test scores. We will demonstrate how this 
program shifted teacher beliefs and practices in the direction of inclusion, despite the very real 

barriers. 

Including students in Algebra 1 
Chinwe Osondu, M.Sc., M.A., Special Education Consultant/ Math Specialist, Office of Special Education, 

New Jersey Department of Education 

Understanding algebra is a key for success in future mathematics courses. It is also considered 
to be an important skill for post-secondary success. This session will equip educators and family 
members with the tools they need to include, support and engage all students in the Algebra 1 
classroom. Participants will get the opportunity to explore games, activities and strategies that 
reduce barriers to learning and provide access to all students irrespective of ability or disability. 

Technology and Behavior Management 
Damian Petino, Psy.D., Acting LRC Special Education Consultant, Behavior Specialist, New Jersey 

Department of Education, Division of Student Services, Office of Special Education 

This workshop will focus on methods of utilizing technology to enhance traditional behavior 
management strategies, data collection, and teacher/paraprofessional training. A general 

overview will be provided, with brief demonstrations of select iPad applications and a discussion 
of additional resources. 

 

 

 

 



 

Engaging Teacher/Para Collaboration: Strategies for making the Para a Team 
Member 

Cristina Pennetti, M.A., L.D.T.C, Office of Special Education for Newark Public Schools, Inclusion 
Specialist; Margaret O'Donoghue, Ph.D., Margaret O'Donoghue, Ph.D., Special Assistant, Office of 

Special Education for Newark Public Schools 

A working relationship between teacher and paraprofessional is crucial to the promotion of a 
positive classroom environment and the academic success of students. This relationship, 

however, is unique in a school environment and has the potential to be fraught with tension and 
disappointing outcomes. Teachers can feel they are forced into managing a staff member and 

paraprofessionals are sometimes unsure of their role. This workshop provides an opportunity to 
dissect these issues and gain concrete information and strategies in guiding both teacher and 

paraprofessional to make maximum use of the relationship to effect student growth. This 
workshop will provide resources for educators, in order to assist their understanding of how to 

best utilize a paraprofessional in the classroom both in instructional activities and non-
instructional responsibilities.  

The Good Behavior Game: How to Increase Prosocial Behaviors in the Classroom 
Kristy Ritvalsky, M.PH., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE 

Are you looking for a fun way to increase positive behaviors in your classroom? If so, you don't 
want to miss this workshop. Participants will learn how to implement the evidence-based 
behavioral intervention: The Good Behavior Game. The Good Behavior Game is a group 

contingency that is proven to be effective in reducing disruptive classroom behavior. 

Beyond Academics: Changing Classroom Culture Through Social-Emotional 
Learning (SEL) 

Kristy Ritvalsky, M.PH., Inclusion Facilitator, NJCIE; Dawn Cuccolo, M.Ed., Director of Special Projects, 
NJCIE 

In the typical classroom, competing priorities related to student outcomes often feel as though 
they are in conflict. This workshop will explore the latest SEL research, integrating SEL 
curriculum into daily classroom practice, and why these practices are critical to student 

achievement. An array of resources will be shared in order to help 'make it all fit' in the context 
of increasing academic outcomes and overall student success. 

The Importance of Teaching Social Inclusion by Autism Self-Advocate 
Tim Rohrer, Young Adult with Autism, Student at the Monmouth County Career Center, Employed at iPlay 

America; Amy Rohrer, Tim's Mother 

Tim a young adult with autism, along with his mom will share his story, a unique perspective 
about the social challenges of growing up with autism. We will discuss the importance of 

teaching children social skills to interact with kids with disabilities. In addition, we will share a 
teaching guide Tim wrote and was published by NJCIE as well as some other projects he is 

working on. 

 



 

 

Assistive Technology: A Piece of the Transition Puzzle 
Kristin Russell, OTR, ATP, Assistive Technology Specialist, Advancing Opportunities 

For many students, assistive technology can play a very important role in their transition from 
high school to college. Assistive technology tools can help many students complete their 
reading, writing, and note taking task more independently and successfully. During this 

workshop, AT tools to support students in these areas will be presented, as well as tools and 
strategies for organization and time management. Attendees will learn tools (many free or low 
cost) and strategies that can become part of their "tool-kit" to help the students they work with 

be more prepared for the next step in their lives. 

Person Centered Planning at Scale: Using Formal Planning as a Springboard to 
Broader Classroom Implementation Through the Rutgers PCAST Project 

Michael Steinbruck, M.A., PCAST Program Coordinator, The Boggs Center 

Going back to the 1970s person centered practices were seen as better tools for planning. We 
now understand them to represent a fundamental paradigm shift which provide a new context 

for thinking about all our work in schools and other systems. In this workshop we will share 
strategies used in New Jersey classrooms to implement these approaches for the purpose of 

reaching more students, driving improved planning and supports, and strengthening 
relationships. 

Differentiated Instruction: Strategies to Engage All Learners 
Priya Voleti, Ed.D., Early Childhood, Elementary & Literacy Education, Montclair State University 

In this session, teachers will gain an overview of differentiation strategies focused on meeting 
the varying needs of learners in their classroom. Emphasis will be placed on varying 

participation structures, choice boards, learning menus/contracts, anchor activities, and RAFT 
assignments. 

The Collaborative Teaming Process: Planning for Learning & Participation of 
Students with Complex Support Needs 

Katherine M. J. Vroman, Ph.D., Inclusive Education Consultant, Cheryl M. Jorgensen Inclusive Education 
Consulting 

Even with unlimited resources, across-the-board buy-in, and the best of intentions, including 
students with complex support needs in general education settings requires that teams engage 
in thoughtful collaboration and intentional planning. This session will introduce attendees to an 
implementable, customizable framework to guide the collaborative teaming process to plan for 

how students with complex support needs can access and participate in the instructional 
routines of general education settings. Attendees will leave with tools to apply in their home 

schools and districts that support both students and educators. 

 

 



 

Today's Administrator Understanding Their Role in Supporting Students with a 
Disability 

Candice Wells-Crudup, M.A., Special Assistant Office of Special Education (LRE Facilitator and Inclusion 
Specialist) 

This workshop is for administrators to deepen their understanding that 'all students' includes our 
youth with a disability. Participants will take a look at the Professional Standards for Educational 
Leadership (PSEL 2015 and Promoting Principal Leadership for the Success of Students with 

Disabilities). Participants will reflect on their contributions to building inclusive practices. 
Participants will also create an action plan regarding professional learning topics that they will 
introduce to either their teaching staff or administrative colleagues for the upcoming SY 2019-

2020. 

What Administrators Need to Know About Teachers Engagement with PLAAFPs, 
Goals and Objectives 

Candice Wells-Crudup, M.A., Special Assistant Office of Special Education (LRE Facilitator and Inclusion 
Specialist) 

This workshop is for administrators who do not have a background in special education but 
engage in supporting teachers who support students with an IEP. Administrators will gain an 

understanding of 'supports' vs 'programs' and the impact for inclusive practices. Participants will 
review a classroom walkthrough tool for UDL and Specially Designed Instruction when 

observing classroom or reviewing a lesson plan. Participants will determine next steps for their 
own professional growth development plan. 

How to Develop and Support a Successful, Motivated Reader 
Jamie Zibulsky, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Director of MA / Certification Program in School Psychology, 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

Reading aloud to and with young children is an experience that serves a variety of purposes, 
and is an activity that can be effective with children with varying needs and ability levels.  In this 
presentation, we explain how the reading experience is a vehicle for discussing the varied yet 

interconnected skills and opportunities that jumpstart the career of a successful reader. Parents 
and teachers will be provided with the most powerful and proven strategies for helping children 
(including children with language-based learning disabilities) develop emergent literacy skills, 

persistence, and empathy through reading together. 


